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Personally, I am fine. I have surrendered
this. This is beyond my control. I have to
work on what I can do. What I can do is
to do my job for the American people. I trust
the American people. They almost always get
it right and have for 220 years. And I’m work-
ing in a way that I hope will restore their
trust in me by working for the things that
our country needs. These things we’re going
to discuss at this budget meeting, that’s what
I can have some impact on, and that’s what
I intend to do.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5 p.m. in the Cabi-
net Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Jacques Chirac of France
and Chancellor-Elect Gerhard Schroeder of Ger-
many. A tape was not available for verification of
the content of these remarks.

Statement on Senate Action on the
‘‘Internet Tax Freedom Act’’
October 8, 1998

I am pleased that the Senate has joined
the House in passing the ‘‘Internet Tax Free-
dom Act.’’ This bill will create a short-term
moratorium on new and discriminatory taxes
that would slow down the growth of the
Internet and launch a search for long-term
solutions to the tax issues raised by electronic
commerce. As I said earlier this year in my
speech on Internet policy, we cannot allow
30,000 State and local tax jurisdictions to sti-
fle the Internet, nor can we allow the erosion
of the revenue that State and local govern-
ments need to fight crime and invest in edu-
cation. I look forward to signing this legisla-
tion into law so that America can continue
to lead the world in the information age.

Proclamation 7135—Leif Erikson
Day, 1998
October 8, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Almost a thousand years ago, the great

Norse explorer Leif Erikson first set foot on
the North American continent. In com-

memorating Leif Erikson Day each year, we
honor the pioneering spirit of this son of Ice-
land and grandson of Norway. We recall the
daring of the Viking seafarers, who saw the
ocean not as a boundary but as a gateway
to another world, and we pay tribute to the
courage of their descendants who, centuries
later would brave their own ocean journeys
to find a new life in America.

This thirst for adventure has remained a
fundamental trait of the American character
since our earliest days as a Nation. But men
and women of the Nordic countries brought
other important strengths to their adopted
land as well: resourcefulness, self-reliance,
determination, a willingness to work hard, a
love of freedom, and a belief in human dig-
nity. Leif Erikson’s arrival in North America
brought not only the explorer’s passion to our
country, but also laid the foundations of the
friendship the United States enjoys today
with the Nordic countries. Building on the
values we share, our nations have made a
powerful commitment to protect and expand
political, religious, and economic freedom to
peoples around the world. Staunch allies in
times of peace and war, the United States
and the countries of Scandinavia look for-
ward to the year 2000 when we will com-
memorate together the 1000th anniversary of
Leif Erikson’s historic voyage to our con-
tinent and celebrate the important and last-
ing contributions the sons and daughters of
Iceland, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, and
Finland have made to the history and herit-
age of our Nation.

In honor of Leif Erikson, the Congress,
by joint resolution approved on September
2, 1964 (Public Law 88–566), has authorized
and requested the President to proclaim Oc-
tober 9 of each year as ‘‘Leif Erikson Day.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 9, 1998, as Leif
Erikson Day. I encourage the people of the
United States to observe this occasion with
appropriate ceremonies and activities com-
memorating our rich Nordic-American herit-
age.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighth day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-eight, and of the Independence of the
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United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:52 a.m., October 13, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 14.

Letter to Senate Majority Leader
Trent Lott Urging Reauthorization
of the Older Americans Act
October 8, 1998

Dear Senator Lott:
I am writing to urge you to pass legislation

to reauthorize the Older Americans Act
(OAA) before the Congress adjourns this
year. Failure to do so will call into question
our nation’s commitment to the Act and the
vital services it provides to millions of older
Americans. Legislation to reauthorize the
OAA has gained an impressive degree of bi-
partisan support. In fact, the legislation pro-
posed by Senator McCain and Senator Mi-
kulski is cosponsored by more than 60 Sen-
ators.

The OAA is receiving broad support be-
cause it has played such an important role
in responding to the diverse needs of our na-
tion’s seniors. It provides more than 100 mil-
lion meals to nearly one million vulnerable
seniors each year through its meals-on-
wheels program; it finances and supports an
ombudsman program that helps resolve tens
of thousands of problems, including abuse
and neglect, affecting nursing home residents
and other vulnerable populations; it provides
job training for seniors who need or want
to work; and, in many communities, it pro-
vides the type of adult day care that gives
families a much needed respite from
caregiving responsibilities.

These programs are essential to ensuring
that our nation’s seniors can maintain their
independence. Sometimes a few basic serv-
ices or programs, such as adult day care or
adequate nutrition, are all that is necessary
to allow seniors with limited resources to
continue living in their homes and commu-
nities. Without the OAA, too many older
Americans would have no choice but to turn

to long-term care facilities to get the help
they need. This harms those who would like
to remain in their communities, significantly
draining our nation’s limited resources.

No political party gains—and all Ameri-
cans lose—when we fail to work together to
pass a bipartisan reauthorization of the OAA.
I am committed to working with you to reau-
thorize this critically important legislation.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this letter.

Letter to House Speaker Newt
Gingrich Urging Reauthorization of
the Older Americans Act
October 8, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker:
I am writing to urge you to pass legislation

to reauthorize the Older Americans Act
(OAA) before the Congress adjourns this
year. Failure to do so will call into question
our nation’s commitment to the Act and the
vital services it provides to millions of older
Americans.

Legislation to reauthorize the OAA has
gained an impressive degree of bipartisan
support. In fact, the legislation introduced by
Representative LoBiondo and Representa-
tive DeFazio has been cosponsored by more
than 170 House Members.

The OAA is receiving broad support be-
cause it has played such an important role
in responding to the diverse needs of our na-
tion’s seniors. It provides more than 100 mil-
lion meals to nearly one million vulnerable
seniors each year through its meals-on-
wheels program; it finances and supports an
ombudsman program that helps resolve tens
of thousands of problems, including abuse
and neglect, affecting nursing home residents
and other vulnerable populations; it provides
job training for seniors who need or want
to work; and, in many communities, it pro-
vides the type of adult day care that gives
families a much needed respite from
caregiving responsibilities.

These programs are essential to ensuring
that our nation’s seniors can maintain their
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